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f yors beberwe the headbows, 3D printoy
can, a1 once, add two Inches 0 a hunch-
badks beight, combet Clmale Change,
and prrodece 2 bunch of cngans you sy

o oy neod losurvive Adhaugh muany
pecple bediowe othersense, 1D prinmeg is
not nese B is a techmology thae has been
wround for docades. 1t s anly now, how
evet, LR the el prancst neadad ko peimt
M) abjocti s el enough and aiond
e erough (rosghly $100), ke pecple
to wse i thelr hooses and small businesses
1D peinting Hest requires 2 wirtual
design of the olgat you wastt 1o print. &
an be fromn scratch or wse a 3D soanner
o copy an existmy product, 1D wftware
then “shioes” the n’ur nin seamy Giiforeme

layers, and coe that peocess (s conplete,

*© me coming?

Ve lawvers and dlients reads Tor the efllects of 30D printing”?

the file s sploaded 10 2 3D printer, which
then peimes the olvect You cam see how the
abdity 1o peine products i will could case
prabdems with (ntellocnsad property « a kot
of proldoms, inchading copyright, trade
mark, and design patent fringemen
And frome a comemnercial paime of view, o
everyane with the right equipmsent an
peinl Aspin o Ply-Dob & Iuesee, whao
will beay Shose things & the sioee, onkne or
o7 Are your demes rescdy ke the rossliv
et of thes \-;hmo"-e'\* ATe you!

Ome thing Is ke sure No one vanis
tn be the nest recond iy cascutive
Years ago, thew m change of the musx
indastry Bad no ides wha o onbne
file-sharing would haove on $er industry
And whea they did fimaly figure It out,

they had no viable ssrateyy in place 1o deal
with I Tracey Mosicy, a4 ongtlme trade
sk agent and parsser # Borden Ladece
Gervais LLP in Ottows, savs we et
yet 2 St pewe-changing point with 3D
cinmng. but s coming, “We are prubably
five 1o 10 years awary (rom the technolkogy
boing sl enoegh S youd ware £ in
youlr Rome, and you e aBoed it, and you
o sieck makerals for 1, ad you have the
snowlodge and capacty 1 store Sles for it

. Righe now, people have trouble keeping
ther home ool running.”

The technology is definisely popraiar
There wv headlings bowt M) printing
) o
or & 3D beidge, miloms of pooplke weekd

amost every day. Whether 1t s 2 3

wale der wing amd swasling i ths o
mobogy. Here n Canada, howwner, wha
Mosdey hears most about 0 her peactice
e not gramdlnse, news-making 31 ems
but rather, sonndl enhancements 1o toys
ok — poople et 1o make 2 bigyer hadle
for 2 product From o legyd ssandpont,
Mosdey says, “Its nee the end of the workd
As lomg as they are mot selling it or doing
something that danmges the sepumation of
the compaay, (05 nat & proldens. The ste
rials mow temd 50 be plassc, wat® sooe of 1
betng moctal, but there is not 2 whaole ot you
can do a homee Jus v’

Jercnay Mad) has Ieen dedpaing aoas
cofosionaly for I8 yours and agrocs with
Mondex Having worked for corporations
ke Pepst, Mattel, and e NFL, e says
the qualioy of home 30D pr auing s mot yet
good cnough ke hs stasdands, Floscover
Be ks it e his duyso-diy busesss and
has done so for the pust e yewus, mestly
o | thek every famih
soods 2 USS1 200 printer in thelr house

or mock-ups

wap out cellphiome cases andd other plstic
stuff 7 Probably mot. Right mow, it’s great to
be abke b0 get 2 mice, high m prinked pro-
wtype for lent apprrowals. i saves an emor
ot Aout of tme and money In the
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devdopenent process ke miass peodation

toys. Bangabie to digitally revise and peim

a product i a few days s coremely hdpéul
d to take three to four woeks
Mt Yeung, chagrman of the [P peac

tice group a1 Vescousers Ricdunds Sudl

Setton, says she Bas not yet sen grew
tnierest in the technology but that (s beely
o change. “Our dients are sall trying to
understand 30 printing and Bow 1t will

 buiinesies. Curreatly, we hive

et

not expw

amced any spaificant mcrease

in tradescek or dudrial dedgs yplica-
tions or fibngs from chiests 2 result of 10

pintk
that the
increase In Infrisgesscnt of various inscdlec

That betng sud, we would axpect
echnology will beely resuk in an

Tl propesty rights, particuarly if iis uied

commercial prodoce”

v DOreal USA emered tno 2
research parsscrship with 2 beo-peisting
conparnry tn devdop 310 printed skin Late
bt yeie, Hudiro parssceed with Wal-Met

10 Alow sty action Gggeres to be customs 1D

Client’s IP at Risk?

CQur bte 15 even worse than our roar. We are accomplishec

tnal lawyers with years of study in sdence anc engineering

and we have the Coutroom SUCKRsses ta prove it

IU's treacherous out there, o f your chents 1P s threatened -
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priniod A seloct Aones. Vet nat everyose S
= enthesiastic. When the popube omiing
retalker of 31> goods and services, Shape-
ways, tried to sdl a version of Kary Perry's
nfaoes “Lef Shadk™ dancer froma her

Super Boad perkenunce, the pop dngers

ot

Tneyvrs fired off an angry tter. WY

or not the masoot-Rke shark can be copy-
taht protected Is debumble, but Se greed
at which the letter was sent hints that the

s indusey nay be tired of having s

property “copied without permission, As
of late June, not only (s Left Shark still for
sale on Shapeways, but so Is Left Shark
Lawyer and Cose 2t Me Bro Shek

Yeuny says muny wiefdd and functional
consumier products wirsld mot be generally
peotected by copyright. *There are exemp-
gans for personad use thae maay knalt the
peolection of aljects n D peisting,
prosidec] that the original wirk w mot an
niringing copy, the penon obtained it
ety amd the copy s mot ghvwen avery With
Bis in mind, dients need o desermalne
witether they are alde 1o protect their goods
froma the pokentilly infringimg opract of
3> printing techmology via 2 three-dinsen-
sional trademark and‘or registration of an
industrial design, which protects the ass

Setic features of wseful ajects”

Mondey advises Ber clints to be caneful
f they beleve ther TP has boen infringed
These days, feedback Srom the public &
nsued anc
peoldens codd bavome a lege ase if the

wias mury have starad o a sl

Aheged infringer poes onlime compiains,
Thes is the kand of pubkcity seost compuances
dread “Nowadays, this ks ane of the first
condderations for et she sps Y we
e dguressive right off the tp, o & ukes
w omw persn (o pret samaetRing on Twithr
and saddendy you have a peoblem with the
scd i 1f you < resolve nuatters quletly and

pe

acly, yors shaould. [n some casex the 3D
product 18 so cewes, the comapany sy want
% jortner with thewr people”

Mosdy says there are momy things to
condder. Ifs ane thing ¥ the person has
sude 3 copy of your peodat and sent

it all ower the weoekd, bnat if ifs 3 comnre-

nity group and anly four cogries have been
sade, 1fs diferent. “You hoe to asgk many
quetions,” says Mosky. “Is the problem
yrowisg? Wikl & be over sova? 16 & 2 vale-
able muarke
your toys right before Chrismas, there s

If you b people coprying

) Wiy 50 regaln thace ses” Ultimusely, the

client his w0 sssesis whether dewy real damuage & beisy doae 1o hisoe her

company, and, says Moskey, "do you want %o spend a foctune trying
skop people from copsing your product or do you want to woek ¢
wkd be other forms of revenoe streams. Moypbe

operatively? There
you can make the 30 fikes avalkibde for 2 subsaription”
Mk befiewes the tachnadogy will hoee 2 significest impact as his

buminess. “T'me not going 1o be able %
bulding may figeres and peineng ane out, bt | do mey best froma
keeping maltiple copries being maade. ¥ 31 printing bocomses meoce
popular, | see it o a peodlem for ny Botioos ine. I've woeked for sy
yeses buiding nry beand T own al licessing rights, sakds, sl 1od-

stop somanne from scening/

ing and [ do my et o stop 3oy copres that ane beimg made o solk

When &t comes tn the Feture, optnions differ as 1o hose warried
clienss and lawyers should be. Yeung says 31 peinging [s mot froat of
nind foe bBowyess right now. "M
in ivepoact iy ienls in 2 sgndicant way o date” Meoskey beliews o

L are aware of it bt Bave sl socs

things are getng % change significetly i this ane, it will be ather
with an expomsion of materials used by the printers, induding teo-
degradable ones, or the maertals usad will be cheper. She also sees
anather ssus"A

Despite the posdbelity his besimess maowy be nepateady affictid,
Mol w not wirried ahowt the future of 1D peineng. "T'ma goeng o

e we Sreating an esvircaumental peolden?®

keep using . while resswching and seeing what's comaing nest. In
the fusare, | can see my grandkids peinting out their Marthday gifts o
an ATMsine usdtan Togs R Th As & creive guy with wiry 200 sicewy

ides bosncing around i my head, the technology eeates me maone
than anything dec” &
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